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MEDIA RELEASE 
  

  Date: 13/07/2017 

  Investigation Ref: INV021 

INV021 – DECISION OF THE COMMISSION ON AN ALLEGED HORIZONTAL COLLUSIVE 

AGREEMENT IN THE CHICKEN MARKET 

Introduction  

On 19th May 2017, the Commissioners of the Competition Commission (the Commissioners), delivered 

their decision on the investigation into potential horizontal collusive agreements (cartel) that may exist 

among Innodis Ltd, Panagora Marketing Co Ltd and Avipro Ltd to fix the price or quantity of chicken in 

Mauritius (INV021).  

The Commissioners concluded, in light of the Report of the Executive Director of the Competition 

Commission (the Executive Director), that neither Avipro Co Ltd, nor Panagora Marketing Co Ltd nor 

Innodis Ltd can be said to have breached the provisions of Section 41 of the Competition Act 2007 (the 

Act) in relation to the agreements investigated, thus concurring with the recommendations of the 

Executive Director. 

The Investigation 

The Executive Director launched the investigation, INV021, on 5th June 2012. Following the information 

gathering process and assessment of the investigation, the Executive Director concluded that there was 

no evidence to establish a breach of Section 41 of Act by the three parties.  

The main parties to the investigation were Avipro Co Ltd, Innodis Ltd and Panagora Marketing Co Ltd. 

Panagora Marketing Co Ltd, Avipro Co Ltd and Innodis Ltd all supply chicken products and are competitors 

on the market for chicken. 

During the investigation, the Executive Director assessed three forms of potential collusive agreements, 

namely:  

a) Potential agreement to increase price of chilled chicken relative to price of frozen chicken;  

b) Potential agreement on price parallelism; and  

c) Information exchange and facilitating practices. 
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There were evidences of contacts and communication between the parties, which occurred prior to the 

coming into force of the Act, in relation to setting of price and conduct in relation to supply of chicken. 

However, given that the Act was not in force at that time, such conduct was not illegal. The Executive 

Director was nonetheless concerned that the various discussions on price and conduct in relation to 

supply of chicken which took place prior to the Act coming into force may continue to have an effect on 

the market, in which circumstance, there would have been need for the Competition Commission to 

intervene.  

However, following in-depth assessment, although it was found that the prices of the players are aligned 

to an appreciable extent, this did not suffice to prove a collusive agreement and there was no evidence to 

suggest that it was the result of the communications which took place prior to the Act coming into force. 

Thus, the Executive Director was of the view that there was no evidence of a breach of Section 41 of the 

Act.  

Consequently, the Executive Director produced his Report on the investigation embodying his conclusion 

that there is no evidence of a breach of the Act, which was submitted to the Commissioners for their 

determination in April 2016, recommending a finding that there is no evidence of a breach of the Act.  

The Decision 

The Commissioners agreed with the findings and recommendations of the Executive Director that there 

was no sufficient evidence to suggest that there been collusive agreements between the main parties. 

Consequently there has been no finding of a breach of the Act. 

The Commissioners agreed that although there is no evidence to suggest a breach of the Act, there are 

some conducts which present certain risks to the process of competition in the relevant markets and have 

taken note of the Executive Director’s statement in the Report to the effect that he will continue to 

monitor those conducts and the operations of the markets closely. 
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