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AMNESTY FOR CARTEL INITIATORS 
 

The Competition Commission of Mauritius (CCM) has today announced that it is extending its offer for 

amnesty for initiators of cartels to come forward and take advantage of its Leniency Programme. The 

CCM3 – Guidelines on Collusive Agreements have been amended to this effect. 

The amnesty will be for a period of two years starting from 24th May 2012 and ending on 23rd May 2014. 

Dr. Sean Ennis, Executive Director of the CCM said ‘This amnesty is a golden opportunity for cartel 

initiators to come clean and provide evidence of cartel activities to the CCM in return of immunity from 

fines. The Competition Act has been in force for around two years now and enterprises engaged in cartel 

activities are potentially exposed to fines of up to 10% of their turnover for two years. This might be a 

significant financial burden on enterprises.’ 

The Leniency Programme allows members of cartels to come forward to the CCM and provide evidence 

of cartel activities to which they have been part of. The first to come forward may get a reduction of 

fines of up to 100%, the second 50% and subsequent applicants may have up to 25% reduction of fines. 

Without such amnesty, initiators of cartels, under the Leniency Programme, could not apply for 

leniency. This amnesty now allows cartel initiators as well, to take advantage of the Leniency 

Programme and therefore benefit from immunity or reduction in fines. 

Dr Ennis further added that ‘Cartels are among the most serious breaches of the Competition Act, and 

cracking them down is top priority for the CCM and its staff. Cartel members are being given the chance 

to come clean and we hope that cartel initiators as well as the other members of cartels will take this 

opportunity given to them by the CCM. In South Africa, most cartels have been discovered as a result of 

leniency applications. Leniency applications work and they break down cartel cooperation. We will do 

the utmost at the Competition Commission to ensure that the leniency program works as well here as it 

does in other countries.’ 

The CCM encourages enterprises to contact the CCM to know more about Leniency Programme and the 

Amnesty being offered. Enterprises can also come anonymously through third parties, such as their legal 

representatives, to talk to us. 

For more information please consult CCM 3 Guidelines on Collusive Agreements available on our 

website www.ccm.mu. 


